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PROTECTING
LEGACIES SURVEY 2022

A lookat trends in audio archiving and preservation among

members of the Recording Academy Producers & Engineers Wing
and the Audio Engineering Society



In June 2021, IMES and the Recording Academy Producers & Engineers Wing co-hosted a summit on
International Archives Day entitled, “Protecting Legacies: The Art, Science and Value of Music Archives.” The
purpose of the summit was to start an industry-wide conversation about the importance of educating artists and

their teams about thoughtful music archiving. Safeguarding these precious collections will ensure they are able to
realize the full value of future monetization opportunities. The virtual event featured stakeholders from all
corners of the recorded music industry, including artists, producers, engineers, lawyers, publishers, and archivists.

Based on key topics raised at the summit, IMES created a survey, with input from the P&E Wing, with the intent to
discover current trends and best (or worst) practices in audio archiving within the recorded music professional
community. The survey was sent to 4,000 members of the P&E Wing and 11,000 members of the Audio
Engineering Society. The survey received a phenomenal 10% response rate, clearly indicating that this is a topic
many audio professionals have an interest in. The following pages are the results of that survey.
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Most common words used to describe yourselves

music production

arranger audio engineer
e performer

pmducer artist recording engineer
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Years of experience in the music industry

16-20 years
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What you work on

D= - _

Catalog Recordings

Both

Other

[ | | | | | | | | [ | I |
50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600 650

o

A\IMES

IRON MOUNTAIN ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES



How you stay up to date

Trade organization
(e.g. AES, P&E Wing)

Events and mailings
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Formal education
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Other
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Top Trade Organizations utilized to stay current

pke wing committee

member of aes
Sl nthas jazz education network a e S

s . federation of musicians
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pro sound news
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recording academy
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nara p&e wing academy p&e wing
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Other sources utilized to stay current

puUDIISAEE Bala

aternet search psychoaceustic research

highest level
monthly breakfast word of mouth  ssdie eqsipment

aes journal i fm radio show
J lot of time il st

w Eb i n a rs style of music ongeing basis

youtube amSt colleagues .o

shudis swaars university music department  computer engineering r&d professional advisory committee  MEmerous great workshop

general av production

i i new options
live performance conference several educational media op

S - several email list
) ) wall street journal current sessarching fust e n I n e e r current scientific knowledge —
informal gathering various internet site

recent work

mix magazine industry events e

personal directions 5O Magazine review  fop gear inventor

development of standard a recording school )
s . masic werld
sale organization educational media company

& - ] ) .
S 0 C I a I m e d I a multiple trade magazine varioms way alot of attention i
. many trade magazine united music foundation

o top of things
trade organization newsletter

scian/ stadi - pro sound meWS 1o of need online prefessienal forum equipment manual
musician/ studio musicians
a Baast fandlly ok p e e r mastering andio techniques year of production production expert bob
zoom meeting adjunct faculty member
s ot e d . daily ejournals regular online events social media post degree program
dat field recording g

i“Stagram 0n|ine ClaSS Iot of reading personal knowledge

hit deconstructed

breadcast organisation online peer forum  industry engineer veterans n t”]] e bob meeg foundatien 5o cpryation engineer A
previous page cxpert bob lefeetz digital music news y | M ES

eading of article
reaging o1 3 lic I - IRON MOUNTAIN ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES

online tuterial av preduction webinar

zoom studie  real satisfaction professional meeting

A e SR texas commission



Top educational opportunities utilized to stay current

pro tools certification
academy learning events

public schoel students aes convention sae institute
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How many are responsible for preservation and archiving

it's more
complicated than
yes or no
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Do you give advice on preservation and archiving?

1 _

No
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Mentoring assistants on preservation and archiving

No

Sometimes
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Percentage of work is capturing live events
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How you find data on the visual/metadata spectrum

Completely visual

More visual than
data-driven

About 50/50

More data-driven
than visual

Completely
data-driven
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How you identify tracks for monetization opportunities
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Limits to full access of archives and how they are addressed

archival material

physical location full access

cold storage thi
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How you backup working files

Computer hard drive

BBCKUD d”ve{'s‘) _

Cloud services

| don't backup
working files
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Other ways you back up working files
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How you backup master files

Computer hard drive

Backup drive(s)

Cloud services

| don't backup
master files
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How often you check your backups

At least once a
month

At least once a
quarter

At least once a year

More than a year
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How you share files with others

Physical drive
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How you organize your file structure?

P&E Wing delivery
recommendations

Madified version of
P&E Wing delivery
recommendations

I've designed my
own system

Depends on the
client or label

What's this "file
organization” you
speak of?
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Are you familiar with P&E delivery recommendations?

Yes
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Concerns with using cloud in your workflow

workflow

speed internet wor 1€
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Concerns with using cloud for long-time storage

longevity of services based storage

hacking Iongevity cloud storage

terms storage
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reliability none cloud .
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longevity of cloud

data loss CIOUd SerVices long terms viability

business model
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Factors that limit your use of cloud

Download/Upload
Time

Cloud Platform
preferences of
the receiver
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Please stay tuned
for our 2022 survey

Toread more about IMES and the work we do to
preserve legacies, please visit www.imes.media
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